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the credit should be given to the fertile soil or to
the liberal laws and constitution. It was no doubt
due to both. But the obvious advantages of
Penn's charter over the mixed and troublesome
governmental conditions in the Jerseys, Penn's
personal fame and the repute of the Quakers for
liberalism then at its zenith, and the wide adver-
tising given to their ideas and Penn's, on the con-
tinent of Europe as well as in England, seem to
have been the reasons why more people, and many
besides Quakers, came to take advantage of that
fertile soil.

The first great increase of alien population came
from Germany, which was still in a state of reli-
gious turmoil, disunion, and depression from the
results of the Reformation and the Thirty Years'
War. The reaction from dogma in Germany had
produced a multitude of sects, all yearning for
greater liberty and prosperity than they had at
home. Penn and other Quakers had made mis-
sionary tours in Germany and had preached to
the people. The Germans do not appear to have
been asked to come to the Jerseys. But they were
urged to come to Pennsylvania as soon as the
charter was obtained; and many of them made
an immediate response.